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HOTEL CENTRAL

FRESH START

Breakfas! is on Le Marche
terrace, the perfect place
to start your day

CONTEMPORARY COOL

IN A DEPARTURE FROM THE TROPICAL-RESORT CLICHE, LONG BEACH IN MAURITIUS
HAS A SOPHISTICATED URBAN AESTHETIC THAT IS SIMPLY FRESH

WORDS LUANNE TOMS

Long Beach is appropriately named for its kilometre-long stretch of white sandy beachfront situated on the east coast
of Mauritius. This indulgent piece of ocean is yours to dip into during your stay at Sun Resorts’ newly completed
five-star ‘lifestyle’ hotel, leading the way ahead of its siblings, Sugar Beach, La Pirogue and Le Touessrok. Spread out
over a 59-acre site that was once Coco Beach on Mauritius’s Belle Mare Peninsula, the hotel has 255 rooms, each
with its own sea views. The architecture is contemporary urban but softened by the lush landscape of the surrounding
grounds, encouraging a relaxed island-style atmosphere. After exploring the livelier ocean of the Mauritius east coast
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or just simply stretching out on a chaise longue to absorb all the island
loveliness, you can slip into a pair of heels and escape into an intimate feast
of cosmopolitan nightlife in the central urban-style Piazza, with its variety of
eating experiences, ranging from sophisticated Asian to Italian deli, modern
Chinese to casual beach dining. A cocktail at Shores, the lounge bar, with an
urban buzz and lounge tunes, overlooking the beach is the perfect way to stir
up anticipation for a fun evening ahead.

Architecturally, the Piazza is unique, with elegant shutters that can
be adjusted to protect it from offshore breezes, something many hotels
in Mauritius haven't succeeded in doing. In fact, their effort to convert
the property into one of the most ecosensitive on the island required
immaculate forward planning and smart thinking on water saving,
recycling, the latest energy-saving technology for air conditioning and
lighting, solar energy, and ozone and UV treatments in pools. Even the roofs
are covered in plants, pebbles and special materials to keep rooms cooler.

To burn off the cocktails and make up for lazy days, Long Beach offers
all the activities you'd expect in Mauritius and more, But even with so much
to do, you are reluctant to venture from your room, a short walk from the
beach and almost ‘nesty’ in its minimal design. The suites are a simple cube-
like private space, with a comfy king-sized bed with crisp white linen, a large
bath and a quiet 2 nook on your front porch, which spills out onto
the green lawn of the hotel gardens. That said, I can definitely recommend a
massage at the Long Beach Aqua Spa - developed around the French-based
concept of Thali — which opens up a whole new world of sensory delight.
Doubles from R3 790; www.longheachmauritius.com
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GETTING THERE Air Maurilius offers daily flights from Joburg to Mauritius, from R6 385 return, and SAA offers eight weekly codeshare flights, from RS 239 return;
www.airmauritius.com; www.kayak.com. LAUNCH SPECIAL Long Beach is offering a seven-night stay from R12 875, valid until 9 October 2011, or from R15 908, valid
10 October to 30 November 2011 (both for standard sea-view rooms). These rates include economy-class airfares ex Joburg on Air Mauritius (subject to change); return
coach transters; dinner, bed and breakfast; free land and molorised walersports; and evening entertainment. Book before Oclober and you'll receive a complimentary
beverage voucher. For bookings call your travel agent or World Leisure Holidays on 011 285 2500 or 0860 954 954.
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WIN A HOLIDAY
IN MAURITIUS
WORTH R50 000

One lucky National Geographic Traveller reader and partner will get to relive our Hotel Central review and win

a swen-n'ight's@ay in a standard sea-view room af Long Beach in Mauritius. One of the newest resorts on the
— ~gast coast of the island, Long Beach (www.wih.co.za) features cutting-edge design and boasts the longest and

widest stretch of white-sand coastline of any Mauritian resort. Beyond the beach, the tropical lagoon with its
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The prize includes return flights with Air Mauritius from Johannesburg to Mauritius, where the winner
and parlner will be greetad and transferred to Long Beach. Here, they will enjoy a welcoming cocktall as they
take ln ms hotel's urban-style Piazza with its restaurants, shops and bars, all mtegrated into lush tropicat
; qardens Th:s s whars the winner will enjoy breakfast and dinner daﬂy as weii as each Mnmg's snpmm‘:ared'
i emrtammem A host of activities for all ages is on offerat Long Beach — ~from spa treatmentsto ynga golf,
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