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PAS DE
PROBLEME

v resort in Mauritius is challenging the
'::'.-l'.-u..x[.l. al look of island-style luxury with its

contermnpaorary attitude, We found "no problem”.
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visi | ISLAND ARCHITECTURE

s Lo sechat thay say abioul
Walritus: powder-shite sand,
Lrdra U Cemt SCpUamaanime water
Lowseering palmed, laze-inducing
hat, irvisiBle But everspresen
walters, and nathing 1o da
But induloe i exotic culsinge
gl (ce=cald guids, The sturd
dream Polidays are made ol
Chichis but there's no raam far Cynicism
whien vou'ré boing treated ke a gueen. The
Fig by gquality of Mauritian service 14
legendary: "Fas de probidme” (no prablem) 15
the standard fesponse 1o almast evary
reguiest Heally, this slogan could apply 1o
the 1sland sell
Stll, wdith Nashbacks of Sty Danerng and
Cockial coming to mind every tme “holiday
resart” s mentianed, it remaired lar my

Inner snab to be appeased. Appeased and

luguniated it certainly was; Long Beach

fauritius could nat be farther Tram thi
Eighties stereatype, and this was the explicit

Wi needed 1o desigr o hatel that was

Lo what cauld be seen
ewerywhere else in Maaritius, while still
maintaining the sland's atmosphene and
sense af place. explaind general managaer
Micolas Blandin de Chalain, Long Beach 15
Micolags baby, hie's been with the projpect
since belore it existed, Oyver the past sevien
viars b conceptualised it far laur years,
mursoc it into e lor twoa voars ane apened
s doar JLast ST A YA Ago

Micolas made some deliberate "mistakies’
For srg, he chose Stauch Varster Architects
Irarm South Alrica exactly Because the firm
hael mewer done a resort before, nor
arwthing in Maurnitius, ® did noat want 1o
copy of cut-and-paste a place or style he

his lead. Together with

Ay as e shakes

| the architects, Micalas travelled the world

ISITIng L bal Ibiza and mary other lelsurne
destinations, taking lots ol |-|'.| itas, Thien thie
second mistake” thay dismissed all then
hindings as exactly what they didn’t want

W almed 1o create a new vibe, a
auntian village by the siea with a bt
al urban movement and buzz while sull
retalning the breeze and Treshness af Thi
area Micolas explaing

Thilr paint of departurg was the centre
ol the resart instead of a traditiaral mam
hotel building they started with an gpen-ai
plazza. Then the five restawrants ane
reception, each in separate bulldings, as well
a5 LW o ile and a bar were arranoed
argund it The reams radiate oul in crescent
clusters fram the central hudele, Twa
smmaller huddles of bulldings comprise the
spa and sports centre respectively. All hotel
gperations are neatly tucked undergreund

Thig architectural Tarms are all based on
Justaposed and superimposed rectangular
Blocks, The intarswaven, contrasting
rectangles become a matll in the detaling
whether it s the Tetrs-like mack walls, slatted
woaden screens of oom-helght windaws
Cutside the effect is geametric, inside thi
eect s voluminous spaces, and it s hore
that Stadch Varsters expanience i bullding
rmalls can b seen

The extra-high cedings are also an
enviranmentally canscious decision as they
Improve ventilation, Enviranmiental
COMSCIDUSMESS Wk a koy mativator in the
Frapecl Far ane thing, the entie resart Taces a
specine direction that makes the most of the
Beachs cool Breeze, meaning that thew & na
alr-conditioming in the inside-outsde public
spaces Aciustable wirdbreaks im the farms al
shutters, scroens and featune walls act as
protection when the brees turns 1o wind

Other erwiranmgental Teatures inglude
A95-rrillican rupees round RS millian)
weorth ol solar panals, waste recycling,
ratnssater harvesting, centrally regulatied
alr-conditioning in the roams, sensars in the
ragrms that gdetect human presence angd
rsddUst 1O & @nergy. & Cormpost hipap ar il
paane-treatsd paals

Thie greenest part of all, thaugh, 1§ thi
garden, which s 60 000 souare mmetne

almast three times the buldings Tootprint
al 21 000 sguare metres, Lush and varned,
with Tull-gravwn palm trees taa, this (s nol
the garden ol swuch a new resart [nstead
whien they stamed building, they protected
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SO0 000 plants by remaving and transplanting them 1o one aea of gl Brown thiatches are extanded into the interars, done by
the site that was turmed intg a pursery. Saving what they cauld i this Keith Intenor Dedign of Cape Tawn, Bearing a cantémparary
manner, thy Turther propagated ancather 600 DO plants using Beach howse in mind, Tresh whites and cdolttwood tarnes worg
CUTHInOS. Everytining was | '|-!.||.:"l||-r,l-||'-.'|'.|||' el the apening ot watid with spanng eoes of calour Trem ane of the

af the hotel and there are now about 137 million plant threo colour schames = agqua, chartrewse or caral, High-gloss

OF course the matenals = volcanic rock from Madritius and balai finlshes, crisp aluminium and fresh Tabrics create furt her

frarm Indonesla = alss have thelr areen credentials, But they sser antrast ta the testdred natidral material
primarily choser for ther authenticity, For instance, the creamy brick “We had 1o do something that would make peaple go

il or Tivie woars, but Tor the rest 10 ar 15 years,

walls wirre band-plastenad 50 that they look hke part af the beach Wow', not
Thie miedtral tane of thie dark valcanic rack, gresy balau, creamy walls Micalas elabaratos whon hes asked how he Teels about the




aoutcame ol hiyimtentcnal “misvtakoes” The resull s n
mistake, that's for sure. There's certainly ne prablem in CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

Mauntius Just don't make the mistake of fargetting

thee sunblock. Y

01 The facade of the receplion area, 02 Insida thi
reception ares, o3 '-I.l;l":ml- virw from the reception

* For reservations, information about Long Beach and yrea over the contral piazza. o8 Artwork outside the
flights, contact: World Leisure Holldays, 0860 954 954, pa, 08 Le Marché restaurant is where breakfast and
res@wlh.co.za, wih,co.za; Alr Mauritius, 011 601 3900/ buffets are served. 08 The rock-climbing wall near the

ports cantre, OF The central plazza with receplion

087 151 1848, alrmauritius.com and smarttravel.co.za, in tha background. 08, The contemporary Chinese

= Mauritius Tourism Promoetion Authority,
mauritius@bairds,co.za, www.tourism-mauritius.mu
-







IT'S TRUE WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT
MAURITIUS: POWDER-WHITE SAND,
| RANSLUCENT AQUAMARIN
WATER, TOWERING PALM [REES

L AZE-INDUCING HEAT. . .
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